
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

W2.  The Province should harmonize definitions in all regulations, permit 

application procedures, permit conditions, and the provision of adequate 

implementation and monitoring support for Ontario’s water. 
 

W3.  Ontario should establish thresholds for action when monitoring 

results indicate that the Provincial Water Quality Objectives or permit 

conditions have been exceeded. 
 

W4.  Ontario should retain the role of conservation authorities in 

watershed planning and management, the conservation of land, and flood 

management, and establish thresholds for establishing new conservation 

authorities where development warrants their creation 
 

W5  Identify and support an on-going role for Source Water Protection 

Committees. One such role could be to transition them into Regional 

Watershed Advisory Boards to receive and review relevant local reports 

and to recommend actions.  
 

W6.  Abolish the Great Lakes Guardian Council and replace it with 

biannual public meetings of the chairs of the Regional Watershed 

Advisory Boards recommended above. 
 

W7.  Incorporate water reporting required under environmental 

compliance agreements into provincial databases and reports, and ensure 

that all water data is made available to the public in a timely manner. 
 

W8.  Establish meaningful education and engagement programs on the 

value of Ontario’s water and the need for both increased stewardship and 

conservation. 

 

We thank our publicity and event partners for helping bring 

WaterScape III to your attention. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

  

 

 

WaterScape III seeks to facilitate community discussion to develop a 

renewed policy framework to ensure resilient landscapes and healthy 

water in South-central Ontario.   
 

An extensive discussion document, found at www.waterscape.ca,  

provides background information leading to a recommended policy 

framework and a series of suggested priority actions for each issue. 
 

Please note: 

o All of the recommendations and actions can be found in this 

brochure. 

o We will be focused at presentations and meetings on discussion, 

and will not be tracking every comment on flip-charts; 

o In addition to these events, we will be seeking comments from lead 

organizations with expertise in key sectors or issues; 

o If you have comments and suggestions, please share them via the e-

mail address on the rear panel; and, 

o All input will be reflected in further drafts, as described on the 

website and in the discussion document.  
 

Resilient Landscapes 
 

Recommended Policy Framework    
 

Entrepreneurial and publicly-funded development in Ontario should 

aspire to sustainable land use planning and management in order to 

provide for resilient landscapes across South-central Ontario. A 

sustainability lens for land use planning should be based on 

watershed and sub-watershed health; complete communities with 

sustainable buildings and green infrastructure; and ensure a level 

playing field for public engagement and legal recourse.  

WATERSCAPE III 
 

Resilient Landscapes and Healthy Water  

in South-central Ontario  

 

Please provide your comments and 

suggestions to andrew@waterscape.ca. 
 



Resilient Landscapes (continued) 
 

Proposed Priority Actions 
 

Natural Heritage 
 

L1. The provincial government should establish provincial natural heritage 

targets for South-central Ontario similar to the federal guideline “How 

Much Habitat is Enough”, including targets for percentages of watersheds 

to be retained in natural heritage, wetlands, and natural heritage buffers 

along stream edges. This new vision should be harmonized to the Natural 

Heritage Reference Manual and set direction on how to identify and 

prioritize restoration where needed and provide provincial over-sight for 

implementation. 

L2. Strengthen requirements for planning authorities to implement section   

       2.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement with respect to natural heritage. 
 

L3. Ensure the development and implementation of the cumulative 

reporting mentioned in the PPS. 

L4. Ensure that any reviews of the PPS are informed by reports on the PPS’ 

efficacy, to be made available to the public at the outset of any PPS review. 

L5. Implement Ontario’s Biodiversity Strategy (2011) and strengthen 

protection and recovery plans for species at risk. 

L6. Ensure the continued inclusion of the indicator for forest conditions in 

watershed report cards. 

L7. Require natural heritage system planning in municipal official plans 

across Ontario. 

L8. Identify mechanisms to expand the existing Greenbelt and create 

similar areas where needed, perhaps on thresholds based on urban growth 

in a municipality. 

Aggregates and Agriculture 
 

L9. Access to aggregates is fundamental to Ontario’s construction 

industry, but current permitting conditions for extraction, operations, 

monitoring, transportation, and rehabilitation are out of sync with their 

impact on local communities and natural heritage, thereby externalizing 

costs. We need a new approach. 
 

L10. Establish stronger programs to protect agricultural lands, including 

mechanisms to keep such lands in agriculture and encourage farm 

succession.  

L11.Encourage a transition to sustainable agriculture, including increased 

support for agricultural land trusts and conservancies, using creative 

financial incentives as may be needed. 
 

Municipal Planning 
 

L12. Create a complementary document to the Provincial Policy 

Statement, or a section within it, providing direction to planning 

authorities and municipalities on sustainable planning and sustainable 

buildings. 
 

L13. Embrace green infrastructure in land use planning as a way to 

protect, conserve, and manage both landscapes and water. 
 

Public Engagement 
 

L14. Develop educational material, for both the public and specific sectors, 

about the inter-connections between natural systems, the economy, and 

social wellbeing identifying how pressures such as habitat loss, over-

exploitation, and climate change may impact local ecological integrity. 
 

Protecting Water 
 

Recommended Policy Framework   Ontario should perform a comprehensive 

review of and integrate all aspects of its water protection and management 

framework in order to ensure protection for both biodiversity and human 

needs for drinking water, irrigation, and other uses in a changing climate. 

This should include both protection and conservation measures and include 

the Great Lakes, other surface waters, groundwater, and wetlands. 
 

Proposed Priority Actions 
 

W1.  Ontario should develop a comprehensive framework to address all 

aspects of its water protection and management regime. This framework 

should: 

a. Designate a lead ministry to co-ordinate all aspects of the protection 

and management of water and aquatic species across the province; 

b. Support the evolution of the province toward integrated watershed 

management, cumulative monitoring, and adaptive management; and 

c. Provide a road map on the roles of different ministries regarding 

water and ensure collaboration where needed. This must include 

responsibilities for aggregates, agriculture, drinking water, forest 

management, the Great Lakes, permits to take water, surface water 

conditions, and urban development. There should also be a co- 

ordinated vision for research, cumulative monitoring, water 

conservation, and similar issues.    


